
 
Accordion Book in a Box 
Ages 3-6    
 

          
 
A flat gift box is the perfect housing for these accordion books.  Combining two mediums will 
make the artwork more interesting.  
 
Materials: 
Square gift/jewelry box – dimensions can vary. 
Poster Board – 24” long (at least) and the height should be ¼” shorter than the height of the box. Also 

one square piece the same dimension of the height of the longer piece.  
Colored Tissue Paper 
Mod Podge (brand name) Sealer  
Choose two of the following:   

Crayons, Water Colors, Water Soluble Oil Pastels, Oil Pastels, Water Color Pencils, Colored 
Pencils, or Markers (Washable or Permanent)           

Paint Brushes 
 
Directions: 

1. Cut the Tissue Paper into roughly 1.5” squares.  You don’t have to be exact. 
2. Remove box lid.  Cover work surface with newspaper.  Apply Mod Podge to a small area of the 

lid with a paint brush.  Stick a tissue paper square to the wet area and paint more Mod Podge on 
top of the tissue paper to seal it.  Have your child repeat this process all around the perimeter of 
the box lid.  Encourage your child to overlap the tissue paper pieces.  You don’t have to worry 
about getting the center of the lid.  Once finished, check to make sure that all the tissue paper has 
been covered with Mod Podge.  Set aside to dry.   Mod Podge will dry clear and shiny. 

3. Fold the long piece of poster board in a zig zag to fit inside the box.  Fold the strip exactly in 
half, then fold each half the same number of times.  This will give you an odd number of folds 
which will help you in the last step. 

4. Select two or more coloring materials.  Variety of mediums is a good thing.  Have your child 
paint or color as desired.  Start with the square piece.  Once dried, glue it to the lid and coat with 
Mod Podge.  Lay out the long strip of poster board.  There is a right side and a wrong side.  The 
two end sections should be pointing toward you (upwards) not down.  If you can’t figure it out, 
don’t worry.  Paint or color the long piece of poster board.   

5. Once dried, attach the ends of the accordion to the insides of the box.  You can display either 
open or closed.  
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