
Paper Marbling 
Ages 5 and Up 
 

This project takes a little preparation, but it’s well worth the 
effort!  Once you start marbling paper you won’t want to 
stop.   
 

 
 

Materials: 
Dish pan 
Liquid Starch – Sta Flo Brand 
Collapsible Drying Rack 
Clothespins 
Tube Oil Paints 
Paint Thinner 
Baby Food Jars 
Old Paint Brushes 
Printer Paper 
Toothpicks 
Marbling Comb – optional 
 

Directions: 
1. Cover your work surface with a few layers of 

newspaper.  Set up your drying rack and place 
newspaper under that as well.  Thin out the oil paints 
with the paint thinner in the glass jars.  The paint 
solution should be the consistency of whole milk. 

2. Pour the whole jug of Liquid Starch in the dishpan 
3. Using the old paint brushes, dribble about 3 or 4 colors 

on the surface of the Starch.  
4. Using a toothpick, swirl the paints around as desired.  

Make sure all of the paint has been moved around some. 
5. If using a comb, carefully drag through the paint. 
6. Hold a piece of paper by two opposite corners, lower 

the paper on to the paint in a smooth motion. 
7. Lift the paper by two corners and allow the drips to fall 

back into the tub. 
8. Hang the paper vertically on the drying rack with two 

clothespins. 
9. When the paper has dried, press with an iron. 
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