
Fingerprint Art 
Ages 3 and up 
 
As you all know, I didn’t come up with this idea.  The wonderful Ed 
Emberley did with his Fingerprint Drawing Book in 2000.  I love the 
combination of colored fingerprints and black lines.  I’ve taken this 
art process a little further with adorable ways of displaying these 
charming little works of art.  These would make great gifts for 
grandparents. 
 
Materials: 
Ed Emberley’s Fingerprint Drawing Book (2000) 
Washable ink pads or Washable markers 
Thin Black Markers (I recommend Extra Thin Sharpies) 
Glue Stick 
White Paper -- 3” square 
**Colored Paper -- 3.5” square 
Mat Board – 4” square 
Tags or Paper Clips 
 
Directions: 

1. Have the Fingerprint Drawing Book open for reference while 
doing this project.  I like pages 3-8.  Have your child start 
with a one or two print animal.   

2. To make the fingerprints she can use the ink pad or color her 
fingertip with marker.  Then she can add the details with a 
thin black marker.  It probably won’t look like the book, but it 
will be adorable.  �    

3. Point out to your child the black line that divides the sky from 
the ground in the book illustrations.  I call this the “magic 
line” because when you add this to your picture suddenly the 
little character in the middle is no longer floating in space but 
placed firmly on the ground.  It’s never too early to learn little 
tricks like this.  

4. When satisfied with her picture, she can pick a piece of 
colored paper and glue her drawing on to it with glue stick, 
and do the same with the mat board piece.  It doesn’t have to 
be straight.   

5. You can attach the hangar or your choice on the back with 
glue or tape. 

 
 
**I have found smallish, square, multi-colored pads of paper in 
office supply stores and in the stationary section of large drug stores. 
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